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THE AVTHOVR 


to the Reader. 


- - Za we ro firſt Bookes of the- 
4 WA Lifeof Sejanus, diſtingui- 
a KP ſhedintotbree, were caſually 
Þ WY taken from me: if For- 

tune likewiſe perſecuting him on. paper, 

would not ſuffer any memory: of bimto 
ſurvive, but ruine. 1 could have gathered 
them together againe, had | not fearea 
ſome might bave imagined me ambitious 
to ſtand in competition with bim,who al- 
ready hath laboured cn the ſame life_, 

'T here live many Gentlemen in Flo- 

rence, who [aw mine, before that other 


eAz paſſed 
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To the Reader. 
paſſed the Mountaines. N(otwithflan- 
aing I have not proceeded in thu under - 
taking, as well becauſe the worke was then 
the birth of too greene an agein me, as for 
that I ſuppoſed this ſole remainder (the 
piftare of a perfett ( ourtier) figured in 
the fall of this /nbappy Man,mipht ſuf- 
fice to entertaine thee with contentment. 
. Livefree, and prejudicate not what my 
heart concerves of Fortune, for no ſooner 
[ball you have led your ener along tothe 
end of this Booke, but will afilte. that 
of rbu_ diſeaſe of the world, my opinion 
bath bene ver.3 ſound. | 


POLITICALL 


OBSERVATIONS 


Upon the fall of 


ES ANTS 


27, iOrc cannot a man receive, . 
wo nor more Fortune give. It 
© //| [4 ſhee raiſed not Sejanu ro Re- 
Id! Fe galitic, . it was becaale thee 
5 choughtit a lcfſe matter to af- 
ford ahead for Empire, than 
torelignethe pd of Empire over as apreyto. 
one who thould tyrannizeit, Here cither wea- 
ry, or repentant, the began to forſake Sejanne. 
Health, Wir, Riches, Incenſe, and Sceprers, 
wcre vifes to have impoveriſhed thegiverher 
ſelte, hadfhee not even whilſt ſhegave them, 
wah 2 coverous hand, ſnatched them backe 


3 ;2A1Ne, 
| He 


A Politicall Obſervations 
He borne at Yulfnimm, (at that time arich 
Towne of Tuſcanic, which was afterward con- 
ſumed by lightning, heaycn alwaycs aiming to 
thunder-ſtrike, where any pretend above hu- 
manecondition) was adyanced by Fortune to 
Courts, offices; dignitics,'truſtof a Prince, ſu. 
pereminencigover all, and laſtly to Alrars and 
Incenſe. He had derogated from the condition 
of man, and notÞbeene tyrannized, bur ther y- 
_ rantof Fate, if he bad with cqualitieof forrunc 
concluded the beginning of fo ample fortuncs. 
Earthly felicities are not unlike the Ephimera, 
they dic the lameday they arc borne. 
Many yeares arc. required to givegrowth 
and hcighrro a great trec, and a hort time ſuf+ 
ficcth to pull.it up. Ler Tupiter boaſt his thun- 
der bolts, Iuno her ſerenes, Thety her calmes; 
but Fortune in her kingdome hath things 
_ more unſtablethan any of theſe, The politicke 
threads ſpunne by Sejanu, to weave the royall 
purple co himſelfeat thistime,arc ſoonerpract;- 
{cd than numbred. The tragicall ſtory of his 
end, (become the fable of the multitude) ſhall 
| now be rehearſed, rather for example than de- 
light. Sejanw is unworthy of compaſſion, ber 
cauſcunjuſt, bur hee notwithRandipg ts robe 
1 looked 


apon the fallof Sejanus - 3 
tooked on with an cyc of pitie, by ſuch aspe 
' netrate the miſery of humane condition,which 
hath nothing ccrraine, bur the uncertainty of 
icſelfe, and tor ampleſt matter of its lofſe, the 
greateſt heapeof irs gaines. 
Heriſcth to purchalccither precipices or thuns 
ders from heaven, who without ſure foundati- 
onof merit, cndevourcth to raiſe for himſclfe 
that mountaincof fortunc whichisto be aimed 
at by ſole vertuc,and guidedby the only power 
of that heaven, which hath reſerved to it (elfe 
cheauthority,of giviog andtakingaway king- 
domes, ft OPREEPH 
Heaven threatned the fanifter events of Se- 
janw, with {iniſterpredictions, willing thereby 
(as it were )eithcr roloundatetreittoFortunc; 
orrather to adviſe Scjanu how little he thould 
confideinthelc ourtraile felicities. Ravens ob- 
ſerved, Cats enraged, the Bench whereon the 
Court-waitersſate throwne downe, ſ{crvitors 
by misfortune precipitated from the Caudine 
ſtaires, were horrid prodigics , and+Portcntous 
prelages offuturecalamities.Yetwastherenone; 
who oanthclethings durſt make any evill con- 
fruction, becauſe the preſent ſtate conſidered; 
It was. no..cafte matter to-belceye an. equal! 
y | mutation: , 
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mutation might be made. $ejanu was preater 
than his betters, leſſe onely than: his owne 
 thonghts, and the worid conceived that For- 
rune could doc nothing more in him; orthar 
there was no other Formune bur Sejanur him- 
{elfe. Dion writeth, thatſuch were the founda- 
tions of this mans grearnelic, that had God 
himlclfe forerold:his ruine, he would ſcarcely 
havebcene belceved, 

The Citizens fo infinitely honoured, obſcr- 
ved, reverenced, feared, adorcd the name of 
Sejanu, that Tiberius, whoſe eyes\imminenr 
perill had unvailed, began tobe jealous ofhim- 
ſelfe, as well as of his Kingdome. The name of 
that ſubject tr ever perilous to a Prince, who 
ore often named than bimſelfe. 

To raine '{o vaſt aframein aninſtant, was 
 roſtand in danger to be'oppreſſed : ro ſuffer 
the increaſe thereof] was ro-oppreſie oncs felfe. 
Bchold ro what condition this unfortunate 
Prince is brought, who forgetting! whar hee 
himſelfe is, wholly refignes himſelfcro-rherruſt 
of one man, who. being raiſed to. greatneflc, 
(the precipice of the greateſt) hath no other 
Adclity,bucthat wherewith he is truſtcd- 


Among the people heſaw himſclfe "Th 
ue 


WT IT 


but which is more, hee knew kimſelfe deſpi- 
cable; as he who too baſcly had ſuffered all his 
funtions to: be pollefſed by Sejanuy, equally: 
fayourcd and ſuſpected. Hee began to feare: 
the loſſe of that authority, which(as the ſoule) 
ouiderch, and governeth all, and whichas a, 
buge pileeminent above thereſt, fallethnor, 
bur to ruine the Kingdome. | 
Combared by a thouſand thoughts, nay 
maſtcred by unſpeakable fearc, it: behoved 
him rather to'endevour the'meannes how to. 
recover his Empire,then preſerve it. Hee was 
notignorant, that Sejaywaſcribed the Empire 
ro himſclfe, the government: of Capree 10 


Tiberius, Behold how: Fortune had hood- 


winked this miſcrable man, teaching him to 
dally with' death. Tiberius knew it was' nci- 
ther time to {lecpe, nor runne. Great remedies 
were needfullinfſo pregnant ſuſpitions ; difls, 
mulation yas neceflary with a man ſo power- 
fall; bur farſt he muft ſcekefor ſafcry, thenre> 
venge : Moſt times the true remedy of treachery, 
tr, to ſeeme n0t to know it. erm 
To underſtand the minde of the one and 

other, Ceſar began with itrange art to-plic 
both Sejanuwrand the Scnate with Letters, in 
| B one 
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one day varying a thouſand things concer- 
himſelfe ; ſometimes by declaring to them 
he had nothing nowalivein him but infirmi- 
tic, he confeſſedan impotencie,which ſecured 
8cjanu to lay more lively colours upon his 
defignes ; and then with his ownehand cer- 
tifying the Senate of- his healch recovered, 
made them facrifice deſpite ro modeſtic. B 
which mcanes the one had a large field ro ne- 
gotiare, theotherto feare. One while he prai- 
ſed Sejanus in his Jetcers , and yer ſometime 
writing backe hee blamed- him, magnified 
| otherof his favourites; and depreſled others : 
To conclude; the: whole Courtdepended on 
the uncertainty of his praiſes, which: had 
nothing regallinthem, but doublcncſſe. 

Srjanuw was ſometime {udderily puffed up 
with treſb favours, and as (uddenly ftupified 
with theſe unaccuſtomed Maddidings Cons 
ſcience aſſailed him with ſuſpition ; The me- 
mory of predictions ſurcharged his ſoule wich 
impreſitons of -horror. It; fell not into his 
thoughe to feare, beholding himlelfe fo pow- 
erfull;yer:dared hceas litcle to: conhde; in his 
power, hearing fach novelnes: 

Conkvidace (= Gre: fcoyrge of+the wicked) 


permitted 


upon the Jall of Sejanus, 7 
permitted not he ſhould know that houreto 
become, wherein he mult cither conquer or 
die. He with all his might vapoured forth the 
{mokeof his greatneſſe. He knew his praftiles 
were not unknowne to Tiberiushe was theres 
fore to attempt the iſſue with violence, not 
_ expected, though doubted : For great aftions 
ſhould rather be ſpeedily executed, than conſulted 
or. Death was the head of the way, flicithee 
could nor, well might heennoble ir. It was 
therefore better to meet it than expeCt it, ſell 
itthan ſuffer ir. Who knew, whether Fortune 
would not (as hcrctofore) fayour ſudden 
Counſels. 

He muſt ſcale the concluſion with an act, 
if not eminentfor vertue, yet memorable for 
bardinefly, Dangers many times by encountring 
them, are avoided. Good Councels from delay, 
wicked from violence take force. But who un» 
derſtands nor, that heaven corrupreth' the 
councels of him, ro whom the revolution of 
Fortune is deſtined. }}0%a] 

In the meanetime the multitude (amongft 
which nothing is morceaſie than change of 
affections) perceiving in ſo thorta time, ſo 
orcat alteration of affaires, began to waver. 
| B 2 | They 
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They failed not to ſpread rumours of in- 
novation into the cares of the people, to 
whom the power of Sejanuur was cither hatc- 
fyllor ſuſpected. Each motion ſerveth for reaſon 
to juſt feare ; with long expettation every occaſi- 
on finds favour. 


Offences 'heretoforc tollerared, or diflem- 


bled, began to be unmasked. Woeto him who 
bath fulfilled his felicity. There wanted not 
thoſe who attributed to S9jaww che blame of 
all Tiberius his exorbitances, compaſhonately 
deploring the memary of Cain Sillius,of Titus 
Sabinur, and Cremutius ( ordus, lo unjultly 
deprived of life. 

He that governeth another, walketh on a 
rope, which though made of golden threads, 
is not the more ſtab]c, not undgſtanding 
how well co ule. the counterpoile of juſtice; 


If he put one foot out of the right place, the 


ordinary ſucceſlc is torcmainc hanged. 


Many, notto contradic,rather than notto 


be ſilent, added probability to truth. Others 


hoping change of fortunc, with alteration of 


government, ſeconded the beginning of his 
ruine, . whom themlſclves acknowledged for 
their raiſer. 

IG 
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upon the fall of Sejanuis: 9 


Ic is very likely hee could not have beens 
advanced, without an infinite _— 
men obliged by his benefits, and yeramongf 
{o many publike invectives,there was not any 
one that defended him.Bat what | Smal benes 
fits are eafily forgotten ; (great, ordinarily ſur. 
charge. - Some cannot requite a good turne, 
other know not how. Of the ungratefull, 
ſome neglect it, otherabhotre it, The world 


is come to thar paſle; that good turnes are 
thought dangerous. + The - ungratefull man, 


loth to repay a benefit, would not. there h1ke+ 
wiſcthould be any, towhom he may account 
himfelfea debror. ' Thus hapend it to poore 
$2janw. The end of the obligation, and of the 
obliger was cſtcemed._ an advantagious/cx- 
Change. @ood, as evill equally concurreth to te 
oppreſſion of that unhappy man, Who once bes 
gins to be diſtaſted, 

\ Allthe motions of Sejanw breathed forth 
ladnefſe. Hee who heretofore haughty and 
proud,accultomed arrogantly to vaunt ſuper- 
eminencic, now wholly mortified, thewed 
how much hce was burdened with weighty 


cares. His eyes reconcentred with his imagi- 
nations, manifcſtcd in their wannefle what 


Bz  anxicties 
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lo *Polnicall Ubſervations 
anxicties tormented him, At which time op- 


thoughts, not rendring ſalutes, he ſeemed ro 
deſpiſethoſe who ſaluted him,ſothat his pro- 
perhures unhappily-conſpiring-with forcunc, 


he encreaſed the number.of themalevalcnr, - 


 andleflened the troops of partiall followers. 
Tiberius thus judicioully ſpinning the web, 
 honourcd both Sejanu and his ſfoanc with 
the dignity of Pric{thood, as itwere adviſing 
him to ſtand prepared to {acrificea victim to 
Fortune. To theſc honours he added the Pros 
confular dignity, ratherto augment.doubr in 
the people, than titles for Sejanuw ; yet much 
would he have promiſed himſelfe by his dex: 
rerous wit and Geniqas, if he could have found 
means topreſent himſclfe before Ceſar,where- 
-upon under pretext to viſitabcloved feminine 
{inger of his, afflited with acertaine infirmi- 
tie, having {oughtto come to Capree, hee was 
ſuſpended by Tiberizs, who would not admit 
his preſence, more for fcare of | his force, than 
that herefuſed the ſhorteſt and ſafeſt way to 
give an endto ſuch dangers, affording acceſlc 
foronce, to bercave him of it for ever. So, ma* 
#7 timesit ir better to tolerate by diſſembling,than 

oY PLect- 


preſſed with griefe, or - through diſtracted 
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precipitate thoſe councels, which by delay arenor 


waſted, but fortified. In infirmity; there 15 not any 


thing more mortall, than unſea[onable medicines. 
His eyes were darkned with horror, and 


- mind with terror, ſceing upon one {ide-the 


occaſions of bounty taken away,on the other 
ſide,thoſc ro whom he had beene bounteous, 
now to pay bim with ingratitude.The errours: 
committed in proſperous fortune, threatned, 
him with adverſe. Thoſe: that adhered to 
him, told him' many things variouſly related 
from the people,bur almoſt everagainſthim;/ 
Whircupon aſtoniſhed hetoſt conrages; Bur! 
hope, which' never failes whilſt life laſketh,- 
comforted him'; theſe feares'were rather'ob-- 
jects of conſcience, than incentiyes..of pru« 
dence. Tiberins by himunburdened fromthe 
greater toyles of Empire, ſecured from -his' 
orcatelſt 'enctnies; entertained and noulled in 
his chicfeft delights: Tiberium, who found oo! 
quiet, bat if! che boſeme'ot hiswigilance, 
would nor fo foone [faid ſhee) (precipitate. 
him, whom hee ſo wack had hcreroforcpro-/ 
felfed to: affet. The number of-allyes, obli 
oed frichds, affectionare ſouldicrs, - people, 
who (as yet) adored him, miniftred rather 

os rat "matter 
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matter to leflen ſorrow, than feare. 
This verily was the beginning of the + 
l knowledge'& apprehenſion that Sejaru bad 
q of the inſtability of thoſe things, which arc 
I ſubjeCt to Fortune. Here beganoc he diſcour- 
{10g/with himſeltc, to! derive conſequences 
from ſceing, that Tiberius hitherto an im penes 
mrable hidcrof his thoughts, honoured Caius 
with Prieſtly dignity, and praiſed him as onc 
who ſhould ſucceed him, Here delperation 
began whiolly.to tyrannize over thoſe rea- 
ſons, whichia the minde of Sejanus were fed 
by tharmoſt cormenting defire of rule, The. 
certainty of the ſucceſiion-of a Prince, 1, the op=" 
preſſion of his 'bopes,  who-pretendeth to prin- 
crpalitier,,””\/ | 
Here, as Sejanus dnealy lot courage.lo for- 

rune partiallroanimolity, began manitcſt!y 
ro perſecute him. A powerfull cnemic of his 
(Prefect of Spaine) was freed from the heavic. 
blame of cxorbitant\offences, whether they 
were reall, or objected by Sgjanuw, The exal- 
 zatiou of enemies,11 the Gets of proper depreſ* 
fiion: One ſcale of the ballance goes notup, 
but the other ſinks downe. Tiberius wrote of 


che death of Neyoto the Senatc, and naming 
Sejanur, 
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Sejanw, did it without uluall attributes. Hee 
forbade that any man fhould hercafter dare 
toſacrifice toa man. Poore #7 the Gog-head, 
whoſe Deity reſts upon an edi, 

By theſe wayes Tiberius leflencd the repu- 


tation of the Favorite withthe people, which 


uſcth to bethe firſt and moſt grounded foun- 
dation of greatnefſe. The troope of atten- 
dants to wait on bim from his houſe; was not 
ſo frcquent, becauſe ſome, not to beſuſpected 
by Tiberius, (whole flic praQtiles were now 


diſcovered) certified $ejanu of their leaving 


him, rather jealous of their owne good, than 
of anothers: Theſmokes, as well of ſacrifices 
on Alrars, as of Pride and Ambition in the 
head of Sejanw, beganneto decline. 

His favorites were no longer, honoured, 
and were they, it was rather in reſpe& of dig- 


nity than perſon. Injuſtice diſpoyled of the 


mantle of bis authority, walked no longer 
thorow Rome, for Fortunc baying purguives 
upon it, it could not freely ſtirre up & downe 
without danger. Totheleturmoyles,ſo much | 


weighty as they were new, crofle omens of | 


predictions were added. A ſtarue of Sejanmu 
{moking, the head raken off, to diſcover the 
Nn.- C | cauſe. 
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cauſeof it, agreat (crpent: was ſecae ſuddenly 
roifſue forth, and the head {cr on againe,there 


was a kygot found abour the necke of it. A 


whileafter hee {acrificing roa ſtarue of For- 
rune, ſhe cither nor to {ec him, or becauſe fhe 
could not endure himyturned her head a way, 


 ſhewing chis wreeched Courtier how little he 
ſhould contidein the vanity of that Fortune, 
which knowes not how to be ſtable, even in” 


marble. 
Among ſuch hatcfull prodigics, a rhou- 
{and tormcnts vexed the foalc of unhappy 
Sejanw.. Vainesand- fruſtrate was now. the 


. thought of commotion, hee underſtanding 


the averſion of the: people. from: his affaires, 
and knowing the-Scnares love towards Cain. 
Great attempts are atchievedin the increaſe, not 
diminution of fortune.We muſt not hope for ſta- 
bilicyfromthis.inconftancLady,wholſe favors 
areallwaics ſy much the more perairious, by 
how -muchthe more they renderusſecureand 
confident. He: watched whole nights with 
his paines, which could: ſhew him noughe 
elſc = Chymeras:: Heknew no'otherrepole, 
but that alone, which the want of it in the. 
bolomoof roylclome wearinelle begat. The 

2 morning. 
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mornng aire that awakencd him were his 


{1yhs,yhich inviced him coroyle, Hethought 


every day the laſt, every laft would have 
beene deare to him, ſo ir were not delayed; 
For much more painfullt; the feare of death, than 
zo die. (Poore Sejanw) the heapeof ſo mariy 


crimes nevercame to deſerve, thatthe puniſh-- 


men: ſhould io long be deferred.) © 


A gencrous aftection (underſtanding ic 


wa: n: ccffary cither to vanquith evils, orend 
them) awakaed in his ſoulca purpoſeio with- 
dr:w himſclfe trom danger by death ; to rell 
the world, Fortune had beene able to exalr, 
not deprefſe him. Bur rhe blinde warriorefle, 
who would notbcreave herſelfe of the glory 


of conferring the Tribunitiall power upon 
him, whereupon affliting and+comforting 
himar one/and the ſame inftant,fhe armed 
bim with hope, peradventure, becauſe-ir 
ſhould not bee thought a ſmall glory ro her 
to havecalt downe a vanquiſhed man, and 
overcome one who begged mercy, Tiberius 


nothing ignorant of publike affeCtion, and 
private ſuſpicion, began (nor hes Wah - to | 
A aave 


Ch 


to have ruined him, in ſuch his ſad agonics, 
courted him with 'newes, that Tiberins {pake 


| 56 Politicali Obſervations. 

Ss have the people and Senate on his part, to 
mannage the concluſion of this affaire, which 
carriedin it ſelfe as muclr necellity, as peril. 
ll His deſigne was to levell the molt gronnded 
lj | Fortreſſe of the Empire, and. to pluck upthe 
beſt raored. Plant the Earth bath nourxhed: 
The pretorian Cohorts honoured, preferred, 


I" _ pendedall on his'lcalt commands. The grea- 
ME teſt men, who governed inthe Empire, as Pre- 
\'Y tes, Queltors, Tribuncs,Captaines, and inft- 
Þ nite other officers, all railſed-by him owed their 
ſervice; & eſtate ro him. The molt inward and 

nearcſt ſervants of Tiberius/had been by his 
-mcanes deputedo that ſervice, and intimacy, 
The principall of the Nonility, enriched wich 


were tied ro hin.Of the multitude ſome were 
maintained in his houſe, ſome: were depen- 
 dant, ſome. intercfled ; ſo that many reſpe- 
Rively,and almoſtall by adherence waited on 
him. Well might hisruinc becommanded by 
Tiberius, but not expected: Princes are the 
. heart, SubjeRs the hands. To confide was 
| danger OUS, YET neceſlary. Strangers Wcre 10+ 


{ thing fic for ſo greatan affajre, which required 
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united, countenanced, fortified, by him, de-. 


-thebcli places, cicheras his ſervantsor Allyes, 


much 


npon the fallof Sejanus' i 
much knowledge of the fat,and perſons. Fa- 
miliars were to bee'ſuſpeAed, as well for the 
reaſons mentioned before,as for that the moſt 
and beſt truſted ſervants, are thoſe; who ſoo- 
neſt ſell their maſter. Few were nor ſufficient 
for ſo great a buſineſle, 'in many, ſecrecy/was 


unſafe. To do it in Rome where Sejanus had 


the pulſcof his power, was to ſubje&himlelfe 
roſudden commotion of people, whiclis'in 
prudence, fo muchto be-avoided;''To doeir 


our of Rome was impoflible, or-moſt difh- 
cult. It hee ſhould call him to Caprez'hee 
would not come, but-upon fure.conditions, 


bringingalong with him more' perill for'o: 


_ thers,than for himſelfe. Every thing was dan- 


gerous, and laying'private intereſbaſide,' no 
other aftketion would have adviledir.' Inthe 


endTiberius excited, put forward,and enraged, 


peradventure more by 'Sejanus his unhappi-_ 
nefle, than'out of his owne'wiſdome;, called. 
Nervins Sertorius Macro,and ſecretly conſtiru- 
ting him Caprainc of his Guard, hee gaye him 


the mannage of the wholc matter, adviſing, 


him what hee was ro doubt, whartto avoid, 


what to accelcrate,or ponder. He commanded 


him to conferre with Memmins Regulus, whole 


Nee 
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fidelity was free from ſuſpition, hebcing an 


athcrentrivallof Sejayw, and {bewed: him the 


necellity of ſecrecy wich the ocher Conlull, as 
being one of his encmics taCtion. Thrn, thar 
he thouldenſnare, and/aſſault mindes with a 
thouland-ſorts of hopes,and feares, awaking' 
the anger of the offended, the batred of the 
reconciled ; that hee ſhould fight with gold, 
promiſedignities,removefouldiers,ſccure the 
armic from ramules, and finally rhe mat- 


_ ter. not ſucceeding well, at the firſt ſtirres. 


which ſhould oppoſc their defignes, he ſhould 
introduce Dru(#5-1nto the: Senare for Em- 
pcrour, by him ſo declared and pronoun- 
ced. #6 
Macro: departing - with-theſc inſtructions, 
Tiberiusco whom-amonglit fo many vices pu- 
{llanimity was nor wanting ; not truſting co 


- the numberof his people,to the firuation,and 
ſtraighrneſle of that Land,caftc robee defen- 
ded' for a firſtaſſaultby the ſouldiers of his 


euard,vothing maintaining the majeſty of his 


place, but having preparcd many thips, time- 


rouſly ſtood expeQing opportunity of eſcape 


fromthe firſt notice,thar Sejanw toreknowing 


his deſignes might noc prevent and-opprefic 


him. 


 whomihisword quickly .ra 


x 
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him. 4 badC ao 9 pri Market of Feare, 
Feare the Father of thoſe ignoble «hs, Woue FT 


dignity the Tombe of R:pnration.- 


Thcle were the afflictions of Tiberiw, = 
perills of $:janus,the cndevors of 'Macro, who 
wich Tibertss his letzers- catring) full of. catcs 
by night into Rome, began the deſigned pra. 


ile with Menumiv Racni: and Gracilius 


Laco, : | 
The next day = morning being come; t ro 
thew thelaſt Sunne to: Sejaww, whilltrhe Sc: 
nate {ate in the Temple; of Apollo, Macro en: 
ering inioche Pallacemer $ eLABNS,VW boſe fouls, 
(which feltrhe ſtroke of Fate at hand )lad,thar 
Tiberius had not written to him, preſaged evill 
events. He was comforted by: Macro's:whilpe- 
ring in hiscare;thatbehad cod hr:him the 
Tribanicialldignity;wherat "oykull, hecatred 
into the Senarehoule, by his txiends (amooght 
ared;rcvc- 
renced, ſaluted; 'as much 25by the malcyolent 
he was fcarcd and flattered. | - 
Behold how poore. mortalls are taken ina 
ſaareby Fortune;unbappy be; who truiteih 
her; burmoreunhappy, whoto her commits 


thoſerrcalures that arc enriched with: m_ 


; : 
i 
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cle, but others wants. Sejanws,' could neither 
cixer; nor 'bee-received-into the Senate with 
greater applauſe. Suſpitions, doubts paſled, 
were ridiculous entertainements of preſent 
alacriry,as4f it were humane Condition, that 
a littleſweer ſhould be repayed with much - 
accrbity. 

Thoſe cnemies who moſt hated him, 
doubrtull lcaſt they might be diſcovered,trea- 
ted amonglt themicl ves, with a fofr murmur, 
(bur which they notwithſtanding defared 


 mightbe heard) roconferre ſome new honor 
upon him,cloking cheirmaligaity, with fee- 


ming courteous; ſecretly negotiating it, as if 
they did it not for oftentation ; but love. So 
many times diſſimulation uſeth to walke ſhame- 


 faſtand reſerved; not to bide ber ſelfe , but that 


the novelty of babit may bee of force to turne 


 Theeyes of ſuch as are preſent, upon her. 


Macrobaving publiſhed the authority rc- 
ceived from Tiberizs, remoyed from about 
the Senate and Sejanuw,thoſc pretorian ſoldi- 
ers which were fora guard, and ſhewing ccr- 
caine{ctrers, in which Tiberius expreſicd hee 
would reward them, lcaving bere a good 
numberot ſouldicrs of Celar's guard hg 

| by 
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by ancient ſervice,& cncoutaged with preater 
hopes, he led\the Przrorians to their ſtations, 
that no innovation might bee made. In the 
mean timeTiberius his letter was read,brought 
by himto the Senate, which verily was long, 
as being ſtufted with achouland cunning po: 
licies. In the beginning it contained diverſity 
of affaires, afterward with afhortcomplaintof 
Sejauwaswitha llighe inquiſition,he prepated 
minds to greater matters. Then paſling to o+ 
theraffaires,heina whilcreturned to complait 
of him and commanding that two: Senators, 
chemoſt intimate with Sejapw, thould be pu-. 
nifhed, ordaincd in the manner of an\entreaty, 
grounded & neceſlitated uponſuſpitions,and 
State-rules,thatSzjapm himſelfe ſhould beun- 
dercuſtodysRequiring that one of the Con- 
ſuls ſhould be affigned to wait on himfelf,that 
he might come to Rome infafety. | 

Let him meaſure and argue upon the en- 
devour of this letter, who from the thitigs” 
{aid before, underſtandeth the fuſpition of 
Tiberius.Letthat poore Courtier penetrate the 
{udden effect of it, who knoweth how head- 
long Fortune is to throw one downe'from 
orcatneſſe, The deſcent from height hath no leſſer 

WR: D ſreps 
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creatures (unknowneto Sanus) werealcri- | 
bed to him. There was not any, who was fi- | 
lent in his cauſc,and if there were,it was either | 
togivctime,thatthemultitade of accuſations |: 

WY might | 


ſteps then aleap. Moſttimes no diſtinftion may be 
made bet weene the ſupreme(},and loweſt fartune. 
Ic is impoflible. chat the penne ſhould ab- f 
ſtainc from flattering the cyes, whilſt it bc- | 
wailcs humane. iafcliciry on theſe -papers. 
No ſooner was the Letter read, but: thole. 
Scnators haſtily roſe up, who molt faithfull, 
molt dearefate abour Sejanus, deteſting him, 
whom hicherco they had loorhed, ſerved, and 
adored. When Fortune departs, ſhee carries 
friends away with her. They, who once were 
of his fation, troveto be the firlt to. forlake 
him,boafting to be the formolſt in ſeconding 


- the will of Czfar.Qur alas,that friends fly the 


place, where they are tryed. Profit and delight 


are thoſe intereſts, wbich gaine love: Friend(bip 


#4 that ſonne,who ir allwaies buried with bis Fa« 
t her. By that which his deareſt friends did, 
may beargued what his cncmics cadevourcd. 
Theyemulouſly roſe up to accuſc,calumniate, 


' reproach him, and all thecxorbirant excefles, 


not onely of Tiberius, Dut of the moſt abject 


j 
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mighrnor be loſt, or to recommend them- 
folves ro the goddefſe Memory , to ſuggeſt 
new caulcs of complaints. The Prerors, and 
Tribunes cncompaticd him round about , 
doubrtul,leaſt he mightgerour ro ſtirthe peo- 


plcro commotion: A wary diligence, butnced- 


les, becaule feare(theſergeant that waitson co. 
{cience)had before anyorher tied up his ſenſes 


in-{uchknots of dejection,that I ſuppols lefler 
were not neceſſary to holda proud foulefrom 


abandoning manhoodin ſo ſuddena change. 

Who will vaunt himſelf of thoſe greatneſles 
which as they may be acquired, may conſc- 
quently be loſt. Regulus, and Laco dragged 
him as guilty out of the Senate,' at whole feer 
juſtice,and fortunc had ſo lony lyen proſtrare. 
The pcople, lovers of noveltics, ran rogether 


crying out a loud, & curfing Sejanw,to wholc 


houſe (calling him the companion of Ceſar) 


they bur halte an hower betore haſtcned to 


wait on bim. 
The ſouldiers, who heretoforeuled to glory 


in his ſervice, boſted themſelves &grew proud 
at his captivity. They who before had adored 


him for a god, &honored him as a pricſt,haled 
him asa victim co ſacrifice. And fo grievous, 


D2z 1h; and 
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 impious barbarilme of rhepcopletaught him 


and certaine was the ignominy imminent 0: 
ver the preſent perill,that ic was raſhnes to cn- 
vic oncot tholcQzen, which were ſacrificed to 
him in the former flouriſh of Fortune. Oh 
how lictle is the affection of the peopleto be 
truſted, who ſo cafily adore and murther 


- men, that they cannot learne to pardon their 


owne gods, notreycrenced for the power of 
their thunderbolcs ; but made, and deified by 
their proper hands. vi 

The nameof the unfortunate Sejanus, was 
not onely the ſport of fortune, bur of the peo- 
plelikewiſe; 'the ſoules by him deprived the 
benefir of this pretious light ranne up and 
down,with a thouſand whippesto excitc, and 
enrageas well his owne Conſcience, as the 
mulcicude,againſt him, Every one agreed to 
mocke him for thoſe his clevated thoughts, 
which wereto fanke at the foot of the Gemo- 


- nianſtayres. Hisſtatues were the Center of 


Spearcs and Swords. Let not the Load-ftone 
beaſt tro attract Iron with greater force, then 


_ didthe matbles inſcribed with the name of 


Santa, | hk wt TUITEENA 
- This is that memorable day; wherein the - 


— 
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tro die, who had never lived. Brazen modells 
were no longer melted with' fire, bur' with 
wounds, for in the forge-of Rome' no other 
fewell burnt,but of indignation, noranyother 
bellowes were blowne, but of Anger. 
Forno other cauſe had fortune rayſed ſo 
many ſtatues to him, bur tomultiply an infi- 
nity of Sejanns'es which ſhould at this inſtant 
be the miſcrable prey ofa thouſand torments, 
as though Sejaum were not capable enough of | 
fo many punifhments, who only ſufficed to. 
commit ſo many crimes. There was nor any 
one who-ſought not to get ſamie'relique of 
him,ro preſerve it as the mitacle of Fortune.” 
Exorbicancies oferueltyrefleCting fromthe - 
eyeto the minde, affligedthe poote $ojanuy; . 
his ſoulcopprefled with ſoinfſupportable acci- 
dents, languiſhed, for thepriefe of dying, yer 
would death. have been the laſt of all evils, . 
had it not drawnealong witlvir fo tnuch ig- 
nominy.For finally zo 20-0nt of life ixneceſſary, 


of 


but tobe driven from #11 (bamefall.- i 

- What may weebelceve, was the paſſage of 

this unhappy maii fromthe Senato'torhepri- 

ſon? He endevouredtotoverhis/heat;to'de- 

fend himfelfe,” I know: nor whether from 
a ſhame. 
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ſhame orinjurybutas he could norhide him- 
{clkefrom his ©wne-conlciencelo they difco- 
ycrd him to the cyes of others. Fortune {cor- 
ned to-triumph overa man masxcd, and hea- 
ven thought it not a puriſhment equall for 
demerit,co hide him from thoſe who. had bin 
ſpectators of his crimes,and were the remain- 
ders of his fury.” v4 
They all cryed our, ſtormed,and exclaimed 
to have him killed ; that he ſhould be precipi- 
rated, who was the death and ruine of theEm- 
pire. The weakeſt cowards learnt courage, 
from the examplcot the ſtrongelt, cheſtron« 
geſt envied the horror of the weakeſt, tinding 
themſelves unable to maincaine - that fury, 
which ſtirred chem up.to revenge. Thebreſt 
of Sejanus would have becn the ſepulcher of a 
thouſand {words,norwould the ſouldierswho 
cnvironed him bave (ufficed to preſerve him, 
had it not bin forfortunc, who was defirous 
alſo ro cnjoy this lalt delight, to ſcea Hang- 
man cnvicd bya hundred Scnators;every ſtep 
was a death, cyery death - was ſo. much the 
moreprieyous, asit had the more of life. The 
paſſage of dyingisa moment; and that which 
is diſpatched'in a moment,is no great TRE 
| | TnNIS 
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this wasſo much the greater an evill, by how 


much the more they: delayd Jalm. that death, 
which might take him fromthe ignominy 
which the cics ſaw, and from the torments 
whichſenſc feared, 15 1ongw 

/ Being.come to the priſe, cicherthe frozen 


heart dcnicd paſſage to-the ſoule, or cl{cthe 
ſoule oppreſſed with ſo many objets, of tu- 
pifying paine, foundnot our the way, toliber- 
ty;otherwiſc,if we thinke how little cxperien- 
ced,he was of ſiniſter fortun, or if we weigh 
the forrow of -loſle,by the value;by the horror - 
of death, and by the feare of conſcience;it had 
becne impoſlible hee ſhould have lived a 

momentr. [on lo kd aa 
Let him not compaſſionate, the miſcry, of 
this wretched Courticr, whe is not expoſed to 
--misfortune: And who:knowcath nor, that the | 
- molt wretched manner of unhappineſlc, is,to 
bave once bin happy«lfhe deſerye not pity as 
Sejanus, he deſcryes it as a man hecome milc- 
rablc. Every occafion ſhould ſerve the juſt man to 
exerciſe bu vertue.Courtefie;benefitsaud clemen- 
 cie,are the three means wherewith he who gover- 
neth,oug bt to-obligethe minds andaffettions ofthe 
people, without which, Empire u nought elſe but a 
WY os _ perilows 
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periſlour /e 


| rvituge. It is truc, that diſcretion 


ought to be'the idiftriburreſſe of theſe rrea- 
ſures; That overmuch 'curtefic begers cou- 


tempt ; That benefirs' rather ſcattered, than 


placcd obligenot, and indulgence/ not limi- 


redis a ſecurity indinhing, itbeing ordinarily - 


the condition of men'nor to know how to 
beare all {laycry, nor all liberty.The neglect of 
theſe bounds, not knowneor nor obſerved, 


aMiQted the poore' Sejanus, the infelicity, of 


whoſe'pollicy had-found mote -greatncſle, 
than ſafety. Never was that power either ſtable, 
or laſting which was gained by wickedueſſe, - « 

An Idxa cannot be framed intheminde of 
any mortall man of a more cxact ſtates-man, 
then that, Which'then in a Chymezra preſcn- 
red it felfe tothe minde of Sejanus, made wilc 
by che unhappineſſe of his fortune. He abhor- 
red his former pride yit vexed him-hee had fct 


hicſclfeas the ſeope of Etvy. TheOltenrati- 


on of Tiberiny hisfavor,the violence ofemula- 
rors;his having-arrogated tohimſclife Empire 
overthat world that. new-refuſcd co ſupport 
him, were fuchpuriifhmenrs;as they were nor 
onely preambles, 'bur lively couches ofthe 
Torments of hell,affording no ſpace cither for 
bo 8 | hope 
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hopeor amendment. Now (although late) 
hee ſaw how dangerous it was to play with 
the Lion, who concludeth his daliances with 
bis pawcs. Aﬀections ſo long felt, or to ſay 
bercer, luffered, made themſcives underſtood 
ro belycrs. They a little before bad thefaceof 
| hopes, and now were knowne to|be dotages. 
But what knew he not? Vnhappincſſeraught 
the miſcrable man, that which prudenceharh 
written if het books : not atthis time to make 
h:m cautious, but rather ſo much the more 
ſad. From matcers whence felicity drawes' 
o00d;: miſery derivesevill,nor can'a greater 
miſchicfc affift a miſerable man, than to be 
_ reduced to that point, rhat even prudence it 
{clfe concurreth.to renderhim we comer 
In che meane ſpace the Senate ſceing none. 

of the innovations, then -fcared either from 
the | ſouldicrs, who with hopes had becne 
broughrc by Macro to the: Legions, or from 
the peoplethar followed his miſery, to whoſe 
Fortunethey had ticd themle]ves Hor inVio- 
lable oath, aſſembling rogetherin the Temple 
of Concord,:thatthey' might not boreduced 
ro ſuch ftraights, as to oo that which now 

the people expected from them, they con- 
"| | dcmned 
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denined the miſerable Sejayu to puniſh- 
ment. 

_ Ah poore condition of man, Beares , and 
Lyons arc fcd: for Gladiators ,, and men are 
| \ tcned forthe {ithe of death. Tiberius, durfi 
i Dnor.commandrthe death of Sejaitss, and his 
= - ſervants durſt exccutcit. The people ſtormed 
i _ at retardation, finding more puniſhment in 
delay;thenthedelinquent wasto feclc in the 
cxecution. Every. thing ſubmits to fortune; 
which. never embraceth man, but 10 ſtrangle 
-# - Que ſole: hower.ſufficed-toaccule,arrdigne; 
'Y condemhie,and-cxecutea :monarch ſo. much 
greater than others, by, how muck they had 
commanded oyeranEmpire,heovertheEm? 
PÞCErour::; 292 916 ET] 5 938324 8 #: zvs EY 
' Among ſo: many his allyes;, friends; 
ſoldiers, fallowers, dependents, \miniſters;, 
_ there was not onc> ſtirred a.\foot; for him, 
pay, there. was not one who: ſtirred'nor a- 
gainft him* Every one runnes for wood-to 
the tree,, which the winde or hatchet hath 
layd along. Ar this time there could bee:no 
greater offence, nor perill,then fidclity ; He 
was a.trueſeryane, ho moſt ſpeedily hal 
ned- 
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upon the all o Sefarins? WE 1; 
ned the death of his Maſter, to free him 
from thoſe miſeries, which were not to 
 moove metrcic in any other Deity, then 

death. BRI 
Concord was athamed to beeat ods with 
Fortunc,andlent her,her owne Temple to be 
a Theater, where the Sentence of this mans 
death ſhould bee pronounced, and conſc- 
quently the monitory of humane infelicity. 
Berweenethe condemnation, and execution, 
nothing interpoſed, but the diſtance, which 
was betwixt the priſon,and thoſe Raires, from 
whence the condemned muſt diſmountina 
lcap,from ſupremeſt exalcation, tothe loweſt 
miſcry.He was taken from priſon with ſuch 
fury, that we may rather ſay hee flew thence. 
They dragged him to the precipice, and 
threw him headlong from the rop. Let him 
imaginethe manner, who hath bs heart to | 
thinke of ir.No injury, or poſliblecruelty was 
omitted to be uſcd, nay rather,that was made 
poſſible, which was not; for to ſec the ally,the 
obliged,theſcrvant, the friend to lead trium-._ 
phantlyto death, bis greater, his benefaftor, his 


opportunity to abuſe him, the moſt diſtant 
followed. him, forty they could not have a 
hand in this action. Some curled him, ſome 
upbraided him with his a&s, and both the 
one and the other (hewed him his puniſh- 
ment, to- increaſe the ſorrow with the terror; 
and augment the manner, alchough nor the | 
numbersof his death. Oh people, alike cruell 
in puniſhing, and inhaving ſo long deferred 
the chaltiſcment. ; 
Bchold ro what this manis reduced,wholſe 
favour men no- longer delired, to whom 
ſtarres afforded: no. gratious influchces, nor 
Fortune gave blellings,/T hat man, with whoſe 
revcnges hell was increaſed, and ro whole ſta- 
rues the gods enviedthe beſt ſacrifices.Oh how 
much-moreſccure is the povertic of 1r44,than 
rhe riches of Creſſus, That Engine, which more 
 #han other 1 raiſed toward Heaven, more than 
_ thereſh approacheth thunders. Let him avoid the 
aſcent, who feares the precicipice. He that will 
enjoy the Court, let him not pretend to greatne(ſe 
With a Prince. He, who would know what great- 
peſſe with a Prince ty, let. vim make by laſt Will, 
for it 15 nought elſe but ſudden ruine.. 
- Theſe are Aphoriſmes ſubſcribed by a cay»- 
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tive, whoſc body could neyer finde repoſe, 
not ſo much as in the boſome of-death, The 
carth denied buriall ro the corps of him who 
had filled ſo many Scpulchers with his cru- 
eltic. Friends:defrauded ic of that fepulture, 
ro which for the fakes of the living, rather 
than of the dead, cnemies themiclves uſeto 
be courteous. Poorc Sejanuw,for an cternall re- 
fuge, found not two yards of that land, whole 
yalt Continent he had both commanded and 
governed, tk ivind 
Scarcely arrived he to the cnd of rhelaſt 
leape, rent, rorne, and diſmembred, but that 
the people for three whole dayes dragged him 
thorowout Rome, bathing the ſtones with his 
 bloud, who had Rained them with the bloud 
of poore Citizens. :Aftcr this, they on the 
fourth day threw him into the River, cither 
that he ſhould not returne to infe&t Rome, or 
thar Tiber might begin ro be more fertile in 
monſters than the Sea. Behold the continued 
courſe of Fate, water was ever the Supulcher 
of Icarnses and Phactons. | 

Fortune permitted not itthould come into 
the peoples minds,to waſte the remainders of 
this mifcrable carkafle with fire, becauſe ha- 
ATRIY |: E 3 ving 
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ving expofed it to the cruelty of men, fhee 
would likewiſe reſerveitto the ſhames of na- 
rure,to excrciſcits corruptions upon him.ble, 
who had becene fed with the bloud and 
wealth of poore Citizens , was reſerved to 
feed fifhes in the water, wormes in the earth, * 
and birds inthe ayre. Oh never cnough ado- 
red divine Providence! 

The funerals celebrated for this unhappy 
creature, oughtrather to be abbreviated, than 
enlarged for writing them, there is not any 
one will beleeyc them, and to credit them is 
hardly in man, for theimpicty thereof ſurpal- 
{cd theinhumanity of man. 

The Orators were curſcs and reproaches. 
The facrificers, cruclty and fury. The chil-_ 
dren and fricnds of Sejanu were the victims. 
The houſes of the dead were purged from 
crimes with fire ; The fires were quenched 
with the bloud of his fa&tion. The diverſity 
of times made it cqually dangerous to have 


offended, and to have loved Sejanus. There ti 


not any ſacrifice of a worſe condition, then that... 
of envie.., 

Mercy appeared not in the Palace that day, 
for innocencie was a crime, and he yas nor 
TT "Ren LY "7" Th 


pon thefalll ff Sejanus? | bs 
without crime, who became notan cnemic 
to $cjanur.Behold how unfound isthe friend- 
fhip of an unjuſt Favorite: 

There burnt nothing of pity to the ſoule 
of that unhappy man, but ſome firc of re- 
veige,, fince under the' title of Sefayur his 
friends, privatcenemies were purſued. 1s po- 
pular commotion, it t alwayes the ſureſt way 
to retire, The Prxtorian ſouldiers mutined; 
that the night-guards were'preferred before 
them in matter of fidelity. Many Citizens 
were accuſed and condemned forhis friend- 
fſhip,ſomeof which(Marcus Terentiuiexcepted; 
whom Courage,luſtice,and Fortune aſliſted) 
unfortunarely ſtood "upon their ''defence'; 
which nought avajled them, unleſſe*irwere 
ro pive time, rhat the other Complices might 
bethrowne headlong from theCapitoll; and 
becauſcone kinde of death could notferve fo 
Ss a' number of profcribedy. kin! flew 


emfelves. © 
Tiberiu not confiſcating the ood: of him 
who prevented the'Hangmah (toayoid the 
or ver of cruelty, wliich others Execu- 
) barbarouſly enforced men, who! were 


deſirous roleayerich heires,to kill themlctves. 
| Behold: 


26 Political Obſervations 

Behold death reduced to be theutmoſt,nox 
of thingstertible, bur of mens goods; . where- 
inſo much was gained in an initant, as was 
poſlcſicd through the whole courſe of life. See 
how trucitis, chat among mortall things there us 
got any more fading, than that power, which bath © 
not ſupport from it ſelfe. Thus was the whole 
day ſpcat in wickcdaneſles, the laſt of which 
wasthe gencralljoy thar was made. This was 
aday dedicated to cruelty, in which the mile. 
rable Sejanu law, nay telt the ſetting of his 
greatncllc, to Bee ahe chaſtiſement of his 
crimes. 

Vnhappy hewhoconfides in his own orcat- 
neſle. Poore ts that power which reſts in the breſt 
of one man. Vnfortunate 11 that man who depen- 
deth on another. Let the Courticr lcarnc true 
policikearts, from the Hiſtory of this wretch- 
ed forlorne creature: Happy he, who ſtudierh 
prudence on anathers boaokes. | 

Let the Favorite of a Prince flic violence, 4s 
a thing which cannot continue. Let him flic 
Envic, againſt which none can long perſiſt, 
Let "4a norcaile his greatneſle on tcrrour and 
cruclry , for they afford a great man morc 


feare than POW, more perill than ſafcry. 518 
Um 


(© 0 


upon'thefall. 
himrule with a'flaekc 
ved; but yot withthatt F,WItho ict 
vertue concludes in vice.” Terror and feare-are 
100 weake bangs to tie minids\; when ones they 4 
looſe, who'keave to feare-thre,; they will'bs fo 
hate thee. Flic oſtentation, as the mother of 
Envie, as the daughtcr of -Vanity.''H#-wbo 
canuet in. bimſelſe comaine: the favoly of bis 
Lorg, ſbewes hinfelfe'to be invapable, tin#conſe- 
quently undeſerviug. Let him ſuffer bimſclfc 
to be honourcd, as enforced, not as'proteni- . 
ding it, aſcribing honoursto his office; norto 
mea. Lect him carry himſelfetrowardsa Prince 
with reycrciice, and thisisaflattetywithour 
vicce Thele arethe Brokers of favour, becaufe 
| the common defects of: great oyes'i6 pride, as 
thoſe who mcaſure themſclves by their'for- 
tune,Dot by their. merit: Lethinveſteeme the fa- 
vour of a Prince,ava thing whichmay be loſt. 
Let him notrun to hanours;þutexpeCtrhem, 
nat as onc-who ſeckes them, bur: deſerves 
them; not as a necefiary ſervant, but as a good. 
Ot every thing that fuccecds:well with him; 


_ acknowledging none-fromproperprudence, 
lethim 
the tortuncet the Prins 


aſctibe allto:the-yertue, ro merie;20 
c; La himnor labour 
F | - a 


md 
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for vanity, but juſtice, for: mcric conliſterh 
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bfervattoun, ... 


notia well diflembling,but well-doing.; Vee 
ry ill. can. vice. cloke it; ſcife with the habits 
of yertuc,. neither doth the Afle dance ro 


the Harpe; nor; the Lyon's:skmnac: teach. us 


9 $Rltont 507 en 10! # Lv 

\\-Lethim not/abuſc;rhe favour of his Pa- 
ron, which would:bec eitherito deſpile ir, 
ar-not:to know-it: Tot himacknowTedge 
ir,,asa gift, notasa reward: ſo doing, other 


- will cndcyour 'to, deſerve ic that they-may 
| obtaine ith and hce will likewilſc: deſerve it; 


whilſt hce-obtaines 1c. In the affaires of: a 
Prince let him uſc diligence, follicitude, and 


_ counſell; In Counſclls, lincerity, and fe- 
creeic« ;No-leſſe tr: ſecyecie neceſſary; than' good 


counſel. {£5 

Let him not-bee perpetually by his Lords 
ſide for profit,and riches. With many to have 
hcapedriches,bath-not been theeend of evills; 
burthe mutation. When the Prince hath given 


_ all,-and: the Favorite can defire no: more; 


they quickly-grow-weary. one'of another: 
Let him rather:beg-modeſtly,, chan Impor- 


runately: Ler him-rcft ſatisfied with conve- 
 iency, .and- not. pretends to: oyer-much -; 
__ - ls for; 


bd 


enjoy, 


what hce may have, for when the Prince 
hath given all hee hath; to taketit backe a- 
gaine, it is neceſſary hee-ſhould reſume that 
which 'hce before gave, and becauſe to re- 
ſume is ſhamefull, many iimes hee 1s ta- 
ken our of his: {ighr, who. makes him a- 
ſhamed. LR dT tw 

Let Papinian, Let Seneca ſpeake, for whom 
it was athing impoſhble-:to avoid riches; 'be- 
cauſe they -thowred upotn them ;;| It was.nor 
lawfull ro refuſe them,” for they were the 
gifts of a Prince, What Felicity then is this, 
where hee who hatbvit, feares, who"would 
have it, is unſafe, and who' would refuſe it, 
canno1? 5-6 
_  Lerhimprofeſſe himſclfe to be lefſe with 
his cqualls, To' be courteous, 'and' affable: 
for thcy who are ſuch, have had of their c< 
nemics greater friends, than the other of their 
Citizens. Sometimes let him participate the 
favors of his lo!d with themnot as a maniwho 
gives them, but begs them... To;goc abour to 


Ou Bot. ww wo. 


da} oo 


ho Doltical Odfer 


give-them,4s. a- profeſſion. of ſuperiority ; « 
matter odious among<quals :. Proud favours 
rea pe bontempt x ingtatitnde in ſtead of thanks. 


" Th the mannage of State-affatres, where [ecrecie 


is not cnjoyned, ct him communicate wich 
them, as. wcllto avaid thenore of: one who 
arrogatethall to .bisowneauthorirygas tocere, 
rather: with the opinion. of many, than by 
himſclfe alone, Theſucceſ[erof in affatre. provi 
others. To askecounſcell, is ro honour hum of 


whois required; yet/is fot liberty taken 


away-fromia man yoxdocasjhe: plcafeth. Ir is 
ar, thequalicy.of the-potton-ts:to bee obler> 
ved.:Fortoarke conn(cll of nes briter, uito bee. 
tied to performinte. In'\z bufincflt whereon 
thouhalteonſulted, goodiuccefle will bethy 
olory, evill-cby exculc, having followedthe 


. advice of others. 


| Profeſle equality with. infcriours, not of 
mailers; that it beoeme. ot Daſencile, but 
of pretchiions. In commands bediſcreet, for 
he. whoſfeldome.or ever commands, n alwayes 
obeyed, Leethe matncr of commanding: bee 
by way of.intreaty;; for alcbough his increary 


who hath authoricy:to; command containe 
vi. 1 violence, 


po the fall of Sejanus. 4a 
violence, let him norwithſtanding doc it, for 
heſhall be: obeyed wich promprneſle, which 
he may make uſc of for good manners, not 
obligation. Ler him be milde, that too: much = 
feyeriry keepe not inferiours ſo diſtant that he 
cannot afterward employ them in his need. 
Let him be libcrall in words, for the gifts of 
poore Princes are favours, which coſt notbing. = 
Lerhim be free of his deeds, if he beable; for 
a benefit tr the father of a benefit, and love 1: 4., 
 fortreſſe todefend greatneſſe. 
Let him uſe a lenimve with detractors of 
his honour, and'the malcyolentro his perſon. . 
Let his {cope be the end of theil{ will, notof 
theill willer. Exerciſing poweragainſt him,no 
place will remainero exerciſe vertue; There #4 
no enemie. whom benefits wil wot gaine. Thou 
' maift have great hopes of his friendſhip, 
whoſc entity bath found thee doing favours. 
To kill a competitor in State-affaires, ou tos full 
of danger. Suddenly the Prince beginnath ts 
ſuſpctan exceſſc of imaginations inthymind, 
Littlecan the head confide in him; who hath 
notbornereſped toits members. The people 
| begin/To fearc, and hate thy greatneſſe ; and 
for that vertuc borders ncarc upon vice, thy 


Fz | ſolicitous. 
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42 _ Political Obſervations 
folicitous care is judged intereſt, reverence, 
adularion,and juſtice,ſeveriry : Belides, power 


grounded upon miſchiefe, was never long, Ler 
him flic aftaircs odiousto the people, for there 


isno force againſt hatred, which can ayailc : 


If he cannor decline them, let him thew him- 
{clfe ro beethe ſervant, not the ſuperiour, a 
diſlwadcr, not a counſcllour. Let him be the 
firſt to ſtand expoſed oO hurc, Let him execute 
his office with charity, not predominancic. 
Let him'give time, expect time, comfort, cn- 


_ courage, aſſiſt ; for promptneſſe overcommeth 


every difficulty, and the glory will not be unwore 
thy the danger. 
Let him remember, that thelife of great 


- men is noughtelſc but a perpetuall cenſure, 


and where cenſure u ty continual! uſe, greatne(ſe 
g not laſting. ha 7 

Finally, let him be that within bimſclfe, 
which hc would bc accounted by other, Let 
him endevourto be vertuous, for ver twe 87 1it's 
owne reward. 

Every man can cnvic the proſperity of for- 
tune; in verruce_cven fortunc her ſelfe finds 
what to envic. This alone addes a ſtraine of 
unmorrality to him, who is mortall, He & no# 
 bapy 


ha T7 


upon the fall of Sejanus. 44 
bappyon whom treaſures ſhowre ; but that man 
whoſe good reſts inthe mind. Well may fortune 
pricke him, not wound him ; ſtrike him, nor 
oycrthrow him. Adverlity, loſſes, injuries; 
can doe that againſt verruc,, which clouds 
may againſt the Sunne. It is trae, that rhe 
Courtier (bring perfely ſuch) will come 
| co bee (as itwere) no Courtier; for the Court 
| is the recepracle of 'all' fraud and vice ; Ler 

him therefore ſceke toaccoalt the beſt whar 

hee may ; for the yertuous man knowes how 
to tread the paths of vice with an uprighe 
foor, and: verily honeſt men can, and un- 
derſtand how to live, cvcn under bad Prin- 
ces. There is no other meancs to overcome 
Fortune; bur by ſole 'verrne ;, and although 
the juſt man is not free from the effeQs, yer 
is he exempt from the occaſions ; For if hee 
bee afflitted; hee is afflicted as a man, not 
as wicked, nay rather lice is cxercifſed; as 
vertwous. Attalns the Stoicke ſaid; I rather 
chooſe Fortune ſhould entertaine mce' in 

Her toiles than in her delights. ' I am tor-. 

mented, but 1 beare it couragiouſly ; I am 

Kilted, bur T die' valiantly. This goecth well; 

anhappincſſe is the fire- which purificch' 


owes [= this 


44  Palticall Obſervations 


T11s gold. Fortune truſteth id Man more than 
him who defpiſeth ber, none deſpiſe. her but the 
_ vertuow, and although every fortune Jules uit 
7 nomeane ferttune to be ver twous, 
But whatfaid I of, Fortunc 2 Man hath no 
' other fortune bur himlelte. Whois ſa {imple 
as not to knowit,who ſo wicked as to Meade ie, 

That Sejanu was in onc inſtant. adored 
and precipitated; raiſcd ro eminent heighr;de- 
preſſed to: lowelt abjeftnefle ;. cnvironed by 
ſo many tricnds, bed cged by ſo many enc+ 
wics ; not defended by any, pcrſccured, b 
all, I confeſle ro be no {mall matter, yea 1 = 
that not injuriouſly men ſought, to cover it 
With {opernen power, conlticuiivg an 
imaginary Deity, to predominate Ver. thelg 
cxOrbicances of motion. . _ 

But what (ſhould a Prince doe, (fpcakin 
naturally ) ſccipg bimlelfco bprcl Oniren s. 


catrappedby atorce,which takesall forccfrom 
bis tayour.; which in ſtcad of gratctully ac: 
knowledging him, ſeckes pertidiouſly toru- 
inc him2 1f the.chaſtiſement of ſo great a dil+ 

orderbe committed to fortune, whataflurcd- 

neſleof. ſtrength defends him. ? If a preat.one 
a not akkefſcr, whooffcndshim, Pg 
chis 


upon the fall of Sejanus. 45 
this orcacneſſe? Andifthis bee not naturall, 
to what purpolc did narure-putintous, that 
motion of anger towardsrevenge? 

Thar friends in theſe calamities abandon 
the depoled, is not accidentall, bur-neceſſa- 
ry. The preſervation of the Indiyiquum, 1 the 
woſt principall amone all the effetts of nature. 
Who ſecth nor, that a private man following 

theadhcrence ro a Rebell-againſta Prince, of 
_ necellity is a companion of his crimes and 
fortunc? Heerwrongs no man, who vyertu- 
ouſly maketh uſe of his Reaſon;lIt is the natu- 
rallrcaſon of cyery one whois borne, what he 
can toayd,preſerve,and defend his owne life; 
and cvcn'thus much is granted, which fome-. 
times hath happened, that to preſerve it with- 
ont any faulr,men have been killed; andrhis 
thelawes admit(under thecarc of whichis the 
preſcrvation of each mortal!) how much 

more lawtullthen is it; withouroffenceto any 
| foragoodCourtier to abandon afriend, not 
tricndthip; and to retire from perill,nor from 
love? H Ns: TG Oo 
Thatin one and the ſame time a thouſand 
arc diſcovercd to be enemics, who have flat- 
rered thee,is no wotider; mani being promptly 
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diſpoſed to arrive by what mcansſoever to his 
own cads. The place,thou emprieſt hath need 
to be repleniſhed. That the ſubject flatters his 
Prince,is notagainlt nature. That revenge cx. 
pects occaſion, is not unuſuall, They, who 
noWate thy enemics,were never thy friends ; : 
Vertucadmits no change. That encmics of- 
fend theeyis no meryell,it were ſtrange if they 
help thee. That Sejanu was precipitated from | 
fo cxalteda Condition of felicity into ſo deep 
a dungeon of milcry, is not to bee calledan 
cf{cCt of fortune; for if the cauſes (as welaw 
before) be of nature, how can thecffects bee 
ſupcrnaturall2Man is that filkewortae;which 
4 hath waven a pr:{on,and bands for itielf, and 
| when crimes comet incorcigible terms,they 
| 
| 
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; | | INCUL bydivine permillion thoſe chaſticem ects, 
which naturally fellaw bad beginnings. Who: 
if ſees rorghatruine waitcth onhimy,who plaics 
 — ovcrit. Every Autumaconcludethin Winter, 
[1 Mirth cadeth in tearcs. The Souldicris rcelcr- 
ved tothe Sword,the Marrincr to the: waves. 
It is not aſcribed to Fortune, that a Butterfly, 
bold to dally wichthe fire,atlafk is waſted in 
theflame,andis itto be calledanaccident ot | 
fortune, that that man, who is not able to 


—-,. - Ye ad — uu was wad »- - 


governe himſcltc, fals oppreſſed under the 
weight of the government of a whole world, 
and that which is more conftderable,of ano- 
ther man: world ? As if it were leſſe naturall 
to returnebacke, then to depart from, ro de- 
{cendrhanroclimbe. 1 nn 
Fortunate is that Courticr, who to: gaine 
the favourof his Lord, 'makes vertuethe in- 
ſtrument. Happy he, who: baving obtained 
it, retires, that he may nor lolcit...Ihe endate 
rained, he who furtherpretenderh, provaketh 
miſery. He commits himlclteto atery yanity; 
rogaine thecertainty of a Center, who delcen- 
dcth from a height, not cxpeCting to bee 
throwne headlong. The meaſure of the foot 
is more ſafc than of the eye. Favour is not in- 
accellible, bur to prefervoitis impoſlible, or 
difhculr, The prize is$otren at the end, not 
at the beginning of the race. Thecnd of good 
events, is the beginning of bad. He who rruſt- 
eth to himſelfe tt raſh, who confideth in the favour 
of another, t4 meerely mad. The laſs day of ſer- 
vitude, 1; the firſt of libertie. Liberty ina gene- 
rous and vertuous minde, is a pledge which 


affurcth thee that ſuch ſhall be thy fortunc, as 
thoucanſt makeit or deſireit. jy 
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48 Poluicall Obſervations 
This is as much asI can ſay to thee (O 
Courrier.) Thefavourot great men is an allu- 
ring Syren, which hath poy{on on thetongue, 
anda {word in band. Let Sejanw be thy ma- 
ſer, notthy guide, for very fond is he, who 
walketh on ruines, and remembers not hee 


may fall. 
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Et nimias poſcebat opes, mumeroſa paravat 


Excelſe turrts tabulata, unde altioy eſjet 
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